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most worthy of the regards and delight of the An-
gels, appeared to us, in the midst of his anguish, like
a leper. Having ascended that scaffold, I exclaimed
in my heart: Spectaculum facti minus mundo et Angelis
et hominibus propter Christum,—' We have been made a
gazing-stock in the sight of the world, of Angels, and
of men, for Jesus Christ.' We found some rest in
that place of triumph and of glory. The Hiroquois
no longer persecuted us except with their tongues,—
filling the air and our ears with their insults, which
did us no great hurt; [76] but this calm did not last
long. A Captain exclaims that the Frenchmen ought
to "be caressed. Sooner done than it is said,— one
wretch, jumping on the stage, dealt three heavy
blows with sticks, on each Frenchman, without touch-
ing the Hurons. Others, meanwhile drawing their
knives and approaching us, treated me as a Cap-
tain,— that is to say, with more fury than the rest.
The deference of the French, and the respect which
the Hurons showed me, caused me this advantage.
And old man takes my left hand and commands a
captive Algonquin woman to cut one of my fingers;
she turns away three or four times, unable to resolve
upon this cruelty; finally, she has to obey, and cuts
the thumb from my left hand; the same caresses are
extended to the other prisoners. This poor woman
having thrown my thumb on the stage, I picked it
up and offered it to you, O my God! Remembering
the sacrifices that I had presented to you for seven
years past, upon the Altars of your Church, I accepted
this torture as a loving vengeance for the want of
love and respect that I had shown, concerning your
Holy Body; you heard [77] the cries of my soul. One
of my two French companions, having perceived me,


